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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 7845 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR.XF 
SUBJECT: PLO AT IPU 

1. DURING CONVERSATION AUG 8 WITH EGYPTIAN PARLIAMENTARIANS 
JUST RETURNED FROM ARAB PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE IN DAMASCUS, 
EMBOFF WAS TOLD THAT THE FOUR PLO OFFICIALS DELEGATED TO LONDON 
INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION MEETING IN LONDON HAVE HAD THEIR UK 
VISAS FOR SOME TIME. SENIOR EGYPTIAN IPU DELEGATES EXPECT FIERCE 
FIGHT IN IPU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AS ISRAELIS SEEK OVERTURN COLOMBO 
IPU RESOLUTION TO ACCORD PLO OBSERVER STATUS. ABBA EBAN, WHO WILL 
LEAD ISRAELI DEL, HAS ALREADY FIRED OFF LETTERS TO EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, INCLUDING EGYPTIAN RUSHDI SA'ID, TO PROTEST 
COLOMBO DECISION. 

2. EGYPTIANS ALSO TOLD US DAILY MAIL ARTICLE HAD STARTLED PARTICI- 
PANTS IN DAMASCUS MEETING, BUT EGYPT'S DEL IS LOOKING FORWARD 
WITH RELISH TO MATCHING WITS IN DEBATE WITH EBAN. 

3. AS PLANS STAND NOW, EGYPTIAN DEL WILL BE LED BY PEOPLE'S 
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